The management of glomus jugulare tumours.
The treatment details of 58 patients treated for glomus jugulare tumours in Newcastle upon Tyne are examined in the light of other studies reported in the literature. For the group of 55 patients treated by radiotherapy, the 20 year survival is 94% (determined actuarially). The 20 year disease-free survival (determined actuarially) is 77%. This is comparable with other series reported. As no glomus tympanicum tumour has recurred following surgery and there has been no morbidity due to these tumours they have not been included in the series. It is recommended that patients who are fit and have tumours confined to the tympanum should have primary surgical treatment. All other patients should be treated by accurately planned radiotherapy, using a dose of 50Gy in 5 weeks to the tumour volume. The morbidity of this treatment policy will be low.